SPEECHES   IN  INDIA              301

At a time when the moral and material support of the Princes
of. India was of incalculable value the telegram sent by the late
Maharaja of Rewa was strikingly characteristic. It reads:
" Kindly enquire if there are any orders for me and my Army
from His Majesty the King-Emperor or the Government of
India."

Your Highness cannot fail to be inspired and stimulated by
the precept and example of the past rulers of Rewa. It is
four years since your Highness succeeded to the gadi, the head
of the administration during the minority has been Colonel
His Highness Maharaja Sir Sujjan Singh, to whom the Rewa
Durbar owes a deep debt of gratitude for his self-sacrifice in
undertaking the onerous duties of Regent in addition to
those already devolving upon him as the Ruler of Ratlam.
The Regent has been ably assisted by the President and
members of the Executive Council, while Major Colvin, the
late Political Agent, has also devoted much time and thought
to the administration, and for some ten months acted as Regent
during the absence of the Maharaja of Ratlam.

The progressive policy of the council has made itself felt in
every branch of the administration, and your Highness may well
be gratified at the account which the council are able to give
of their stewardship. The normal margin between revenue and
expenditure is small, and yet despite heavy expenditure on
marriages of members of the ruling family, and three successive
lean years, when famine conditions prevailed, the finances have
been carefully husbanded, and the State is free from debt.
Irregular survey and settlement operations which have been
dragging on for nearly nine years under unqualified agency have
been replaced by a settlement, which is now in progress under a
qualified Settlement Officer. The lot of the peasantry has been
ameliorated by the abolition of begar and harwaha.

The Public Works Department has been reorganized and a
start has been made on improving communications by an exten-
sion of road construction. Public health has received due
attention. The police have been reorganized, and placed on an
efficient basis under the able supervision of Mr. Scott, of the
Central Provinces Police. A separation has been effected of the
judicial and executive functions of the administrations. Educa-
tion is backward, but some advance has been made by the open-
ing of an Anglo-Vernacular School and several new village
schools. Your Highness, it is a heavy burden of responsibility
that you are undertaking to-day, for the discharge of which a